
On Mar 17, 2014, at 9:47 AM, James Talbott  wrote:

Dear Representative Colletti,

I'm writing to you regarding the district's decision to mix half-day kindergarten students in
with the full-day population, as opposed to having a separate class for half-day.

Lily will be our third daughter entering the program; our previous two daughters
participated in half-day kindergarten.  This was by conscious choice, not because we
didn't get lottery selection.  Other families can obviously make different choices, but we
don't believe kindergarten is the correct age to suddenly transition 5-year old children from
two short half-day pre-school sessions into five full-day classes.  Furthermore, our family
has made personal choices and sacrifices in order to not require daycare and we want
the additional time to spend with Lily.

My primary issue is that upon enrollment last year, we were under the impression that
there were enough students to support an independent half-day class.  I don't pretend to
be fully knowledgeable on the complete financial ramifications of the district's 3-year
transition, but I find it hard to believe that a separate class for half-day isn't feasible.

I know that the intention is to try to make the experience the same for half-day despite
being mixed in with full-day, but I just don't believe this would be possible.  5-year old's
are very perceptive and I don't see how there wouldn't be some impact to those who are
leaving in the middle of a day when the majority are not.

I can see that the direction is for full-day kindergarten.  What I can't see is how a program
that was already in place and registered for is going to be so disrupted when I strongly
believe the transition could be better structured.

Aside from letting you personally know of our feelings on the matter, what else can we do
to influence the creation of a genuine half-day kindergarten class for the upcoming year?

Regards,

~James Talbott


